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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 131674 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM. PDIP, ID 

SUBJECT: GOI PROTESTS PLANS FOR NEW FRASER HEARING 
ON TIMOR 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER DATED MAY 31 FROM 
AMBASSADOR ROESMIN NURJADIN TO THE SECRETARY REGARDING 
PLANS FOR NEW HIRC SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS ON TIMOR: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY: I WOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS HAS PLANS TO CONDUCT A NEW 
SERIES OF HEARINGS ON TIMOR TIMUR WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE 
ON JUNE 21 AND JUNE 28. 

AS YOU MIGHT BE AWARE, MY GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED THE 
DISTURBING NEWS WITH APPREHENSION. IT IS THEREFORE 
NECESSARY FOR ME TO REITERATE MY GOVERNMENT S RESENTMENT 
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ABOUT ANY FURTHER DISCUSSION OF TIMOR TIMUR, AS IF IT IS 
AN UNRESOLVED MATTER. 

IT IS THE POSITION OF MY GOVERNMENT THAT AS A RESULT 
OF THE RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION BY THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY, FORMALIZED BY LAW OF JULY 17, 1976, THE AREA 
HAS BEEN A LEGITIMATE AND INTEGRAL PART OF THE REPUBLIC 
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OF INDONESIA. MATTERS RELATED TO THAT PROVINCE SHOULD 
BE CONSIDERED AS INDONESIA'S INTERNAL AFFAIR. 

WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
WISHES TO PRESERVE THE BEST OF RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. ON OUR PART, WE HAVE DONE EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE TO ACCOMODATE THE UNITED STATES. INCLUDING 
DISCUSSING OPENLY OUR PRIVATE INTERNAL MATTERS WITH 
U.S. CONGRESSMEN AND MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEM TO 
SEE THE SITUATION FIRST HAND. BUT WE OBJECT STRONGLY 
TO THE PUBLIC TYPE OF INTERFERENCE IN OUR INTERNAL 
MATTERS THAT THESE HEARINGS REPRESENT. 

ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT, I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST 
YOUR COOPERATION IN PREVENTING THE POSSIBLE UNFAIR 
AND UNDESIRABLE CONSEQUENCES THAT MAY OCCUR AS A 
RESULT OF THESE HEARINGS. SINCERELY. ROESMIN NURJADIN. 
UNQUOTE. 

2. COPIES OF THE LETTER ARE BEING PROVIDED CHAIRMAN 
ZABLOCKI AND CONGRESSMEN BROOMFIELD AND FRASER. 

3. FYI. FRASER'S CURRENT PLANS ARE TO HOLD NEW HEARINGS 
ON TIMOR JUNE 28 AND JULY 19. JUNE 28 HEARING APPARENTLY 
WILL CONCENTRATE ON SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR, WITH TESTI- 
MONY BY GOODLING, MEYNER, SEVERAL ACADEMICS AND POSSIBLY 
SOME TIMORESE REFUGEES. JULY 19 HEARING WILL CONCENTRATE 
ON QUESTION OF DEFINITION OF QUOTE SELF-DETERMINATION 
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UNQUOTE AND US ATTITUDE TOWARD ANNEXATION OF TERRITORIES 
BY FORCE. FRASERS STAFF HAS INDICATED THAT FRASER WANTS 
DEPARTMENT TO TESTIFY AT LATTER HEARINGS. HEARING DATES 
RESCHEDULED BY FRASER AS RESULT OF COMPLAINT FROM 
CONGRESSMAN DERWINSKI AND GOODLING WHO NOTED THAT LAST 
TIMOR HEARINGS IN MARCH HAD COINCIDED WITH WASHINGTON 
VISIT OF AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER AND POINTED OUT 
POTENTIAL EMBARRASSMENT OF HOLDING FURTHER HEARINGS 
ON SAME SUBJECT DURING STATE VISIT BY AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER. END FYI. 

4. AMBASSADOR ROESMIN'S CALL ON HOLBROOKE JUNE 6 (THE 
RESULT OF EARLIER INVITATION FROM HOLBROOKE) PROVIDED 
OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION OF INDONESIAN UNHAPPINESS 
OVER FORTHCOMING HEARINGS. HOLBROOKE, EMPHASIZING THE 
POSITIVE, TOLD AMBASSADOR RUSMIN THAT GOI HAD SO FAR 
HANDLED CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN TIMOR VERY WELL INDEED. 
THE INVITATION TO CONGRESSMEN GOODLING AND MEYNER TO VISIT 
TIMOR HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY USEFUL IN WINNING THEIR 
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SUPPORT FOR INDONESIAN ADMINISTRATION. HOLBROOKE STRESSED 
THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO CONTINUE POSITIVE APPROACH ON 

EAST TIMOR AND ALLOW VISITS BY CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS 
AND OTHERS. POINTING OUT THAT THIS WOULD HELP PREVENT 
EAST TIMOR FROM BECOMING CAUSE CELEBRE AND TARGET FOR 
ATTACK BY INDONESIA'S CRITICS. BECAUSE SOUTHEAST ASIA 
WAS FAR AWAY, HE OBSERVED, THERE WOULD ALWAYS BE CERTAIN 
MISCONCEPTIONS, HOWEVER GOI HAS BEEN DOING A FINE JOB 
OF CORRECTING MISCONCEPTIONS. HOLBROOKE EMPHASIZED 
THAT, CONTINUATION OF CLOSE US-INDONESIA RELATIONS 
WERE IMPORTANT TO USG, AND THAT INDONESIA’S POLICY OF 
BEING RECEPTIVE TO CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN INDONESIA 
WAS HELPFUL TO THAT RELATIONSHIP. 

5. EMBASSY SHOULD EXPLAIN TO APPROPRIATE GOI 

OFFICIALS THE IMPORTANCE OF REMAINING CALM AND STEERING 
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A STEADY COURSE DESPITE HEARINGS. IN OUR JUDGMENT 
THERE IS VERY LITTLE CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR CHANGE 
IN INDONESIA'S INCORPORATION OF EAST TIMOR. HEARINGS 
WILL PROBABLY BE HELD, DESPITE VIEW OF DEPARTMENT AND 
SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS THAT THEY ARE UNNECESSARY. 
HOWEVER, IF GOI CONTINUES QUIET POSITIVE APPROACH TO 
PROBLEM, IT SHOULD WIN FURTHER SUPPORT. AMBASSADOR 
ROESMIN HAS BEEN DOING GOOD JOB OF PERSONAL DIPLOMACY 
WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO 
CONTINUE. WE SEE NO NEED FOR GOI TO BE REPRESENTED 
AT EITHER HEARING. USG POSITION ON EAST TIMOR WILL 
REMAIN AS IT HAS BEEN AND WILL BE REPEATED IN HEARINGS 
JUST AS IT HAS BEEN IN PRIVATE TALKS WITH MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 131674 
ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /015 R 

66011 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:CLSTERMER:RTB 
APPROVED BY IO:ESWOPE 

— -101143Z 013671 /23 

R 091850Z JUN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 131674 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 131674 ACTION JAKARTA 
INFO CANBERRA 08 JUN 77 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 131674 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PDIP, ID 

SUBJECT: GOI PROTESTS PLANS FOR NEW FRASER HEARING 
ON TIMOR 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER DATED MAY 31 FROM 
AMBASSADOR ROESMIN NURJADIN TO THE SECRETARY REGARDING 
PLANS FOR NEW HIRC SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS ON TIMOR: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY: I WOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS HAS PLANS TO CONDUCT A NEW 
SERIES OF HEARINGS ON TIMOR TIMUR WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE 
ON JUNE 21 AND JUNE 28. 
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AS YOU MIGHT BE AWARE. MY GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED THE 
DISTURBING NEWS WITH APPREHENSION. IT IS THEREFORE 
NECESSARY FOR ME TO REITERATE MY GOVERNMENT S RESENTMENT 
ABOUT ANY FURTHER DISCUSSION OF TIMOR TIMUR, AS IF IT IS 
AN UNRESOLVED MATTER. 

IT IS THE POSITION OF MY GOVERNMENT THAT AS A RESULT 
OF THE RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION BY THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY, FORMALIZED BY LAW OF JULY 17, 1976, THE AREA 
HAS BEEN A LEGITIMATE AND INTEGRAL PART OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF INDONESIA. MATTERS RELATED TO THAT PROVINCE SHOULD 
BE CONSIDERED AS INDONESIA'S INTERNAL AFFAIR. 

WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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WISHES TO PRESERVE THE BEST OF RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. ON OUR PART, WE HAVE DONE EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE TO ACCOMODATE THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING 
DISCUSSING OPENLY OUR PRIVATE INTERNAL MATTERS WITH 
U.S. CONGRESSMEN AND MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEM TO 
SEE THE SITUATION FIRST HAND. BUT WE OBJECT STRONGLY 
TO THE PUBLIC TYPE OF INTERFERENCE IN OUR INTERNAL 
MATTERS THAT THESE HEARINGS REPRESENT. 

ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT, I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST 
YOUR COOPERATION IN PREVENTING THE POSSIBLE UNFAIR 
AND UNDESIRABLE CONSEQUENCES THAT MAY OCCUR AS A 
RESULT OF THESE HEARINGS. SINCERELY, ROESMIN NURJADIN. 
UNQUOTE. 

2. COPIES OF THE LETTER ARE BEING PROVIDED CHAIRMAN 
ZABLOCKI AND CONGRESSMEN BROOMFIELD AND FRASER. 

3. FYI. FRASER'S CURRENT PLANS ARE TO HOLD NEW HEARINGS 
ON TIMOR JUNE 28 AND JULY 19. JUNE 28 HEARING APPARENTLY 
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WILL CONCENTRATE ON SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR, WITH TESTI- 
MONY BY GOODLING, MEYNER, SEVERAL ACADEMICS AND POSSIBLY 
SOME TIMORESE REFUGEES. JULY 19 HEARING WILL CONCENTRATE 
ON QUESTION OF DEFINITION OF QUOTE SELF-DETERMINATION 
UNQUOTE AND US ATTITUDE TOWARD ANNEXATION OF TERRITORIES 
BY FORCE. FRASERS STAFF HAS INDICATED THAT FRASER WANTS 
DEPARTMENT TO TESTIFY AT LATTER HEARINGS. HEARING DATES 
RESCHEDULED BY FRASER AS RESULT OF COMPLAINT FROM 
CONGRESSMAN DERWINSKI AND GOODLING WHO NOTED THAT LAST 
TIMOR HEARINGS IN MARCH HAD COINCIDED WITH WASHINGTON 
VISIT OF AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER AND POINTED OUT 
POTENTIAL EMBARRASSMENT OF HOLDING FURTHER HEARINGS 
ON SAME SUBJECT DURING STATE VISIT BY AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER. END FYI. 

4. AMBASSADOR ROESMIN'S CALL ON HOLBROOKE JUNE 6 (THE 
RESULT OF EARLIER INVITATION FROM HOLBROOKE) PROVIDED 
OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION OF INDONESIAN UNHAPPINESS 
OVER FORTHCOMING HEARINGS. HOLBROOKE, EMPHASIZING THE 
POSITIVE, TOLD AMBASSADOR RUSMIN THAT GOI HAD SO FAR 
HANDLED CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN TIMOR VERY WELL INDEED. 
THE INVITATION TO CONGRESSMEN GOODLING AND MEYNER TO VISIT 
TIMOR HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY USEFUL IN WINNING THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR INDONESIAN ADMINISTRATION. HOLBROOKE STRESSED 
THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO CONTINUE POSITIVE APPROACH ON 

EAST TIMOR AND ALLOW VISITS BY CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS 
AND OTHERS, POINTING OUT THAT THIS WOULD HELP PREVENT 
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EAST TIMOR FROM BECOMING CAUSE CELEBRE AND TARGET FOR 
ATTACK BY INDONESIA'S CRITICS. BECAUSE SOUTHEAST ASIA 
WAS FAR AWAY. HE OBSERVED, THERE WOULD ALWAYS BE CERTAIN 
MISCONCEPTIONS, HOWEVER GOI HAS BEEN DOING A FINE JOB 
OF CORRECTING MISCONCEPTIONS. HOLBROOKE EMPHASIZED 
THAT, CONTINUATION OF CLOSE US-INDONESIA RELATIONS 
WERE IMPORTANT TO USG, AND THAT INDONESIA’S POLICY OF 
BEING RECEPTIVE TO CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN INDONESIA 
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WAS HELPFUL TO THAT RELATIONSHIP. 

5. EMBASSY SHOULD EXPLAIN TO APPROPRIATE GOI 
OFFICIALS THE IMPORTANCE OF REMAINING CALM AND STEERING 
A STEADY COURSE DESPITE HEARINGS. IN OUR JUDGMENT 
THERE IS VERY LITTLE CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR CHANGE 
IN INDONESIA'S INCORPORATION OF EAST TIMOR. HEARINGS 
WILL PROBABLY BE HELD, DESPITE VIEW OF DEPARTMENT AND 
SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS THAT THEY ARE UNNECESSARY. 
HOWEVER, IF GOI CONTINUES QUIET POSITIVE APPROACH TO 
PROBLEM, IT SHOULD WIN FURTHER SUPPORT. AMBASSADOR 
ROESMIN HAS BEEN DOING GOOD JOB OF PERSONAL DIPLOMACY 
WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO 
CONTINUE. WE SEE NO NEED FOR GOI TO BE REPRESENTED 
AT EITHER HEARING. USG POSITION ON EAST TIMOR WILL 
REMAIN AS IT HAS BEEN AND WILL BE REPEATED IN HEARINGS 
JUST AS IT HAS BEEN IN PRIVATE TALKS WITH MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. VANCE UNQUOTE 
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